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November 30, 2016     Funeral for Margaret Marquardt  

 

Luke 2:8-11 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 

flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

 

This past Monday was known as Cyber Monday. My email was full of merchants letting me know all 

about the sales that were on the Internet, in hopes that I would buy some of their products.  All of these 

sales tend to distract us from what this Advent season is supposed to be about - a time of listening and 

preparing for the coming of Christ.  God has a more important message, and He doesn’t want to sell us 

anything.  He wants to give us something - hope, joy, peace, love, forgiveness, and salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Advent is the season of the year that we get to listen to the angels sing to us.  We hear them speaking to 

Zechariah, Mary, and the shepherds.  It is comforting and joyful.  But it wasn’t for those who initially 

heard them speak.  What do they first and foremost say?  “Don’t be afraid!”  Mary, Zechariah, the 

shepherds, they were all face to face with holy creatures.  They had every reason to be afraid, because 

they were sinful.  It isn’t every day you come face to face with holiness, even when the holiness isn’t 

God.   

 

There was another reason to be afraid.  Something scary and completely unnatural was about to 

happen.  God was about to come into our world in the flesh.  Remember, we are talking God here - the 

One who created the world and sustains the world; the One who sent the flood and toppled kingdoms.  

This is the God who would not allow Himself to be approached by anyone, not even Moses, without 

first covering Moses’ eyes and showing him His backside.  He decided to come into our world!  The 

virgin will be with child!  The message of Christmas is an anomaly.  God decided to take on flesh!  It 

is not natural.  In eastern religions they encourage you to leave the flesh if you want to become godly.  

In this religion God chooses to take on flesh and come here into our world through the womb of a 

virgin!  Mary was scared at such a thought!  Who was she to hold God in her hands?  What if she 

dropped Him?  What if she did something wrong?  She was scared at the thought of God coming here 

because SHE UNDERSTOOD the magnitude of it all.  IMMANUEL!  God with us!   

 

When someone comes to visit you it can be uncomfortable for you.  You might have to tidy up your 

house. You might worry about how your house compares to theirs.  Most of us have difficulty adjusting 

to new people and situations in life.  When you have a new child or when you have to move from 

home, this isn’t easy.  But the most scary thing of all for us when when it comes time for us to leave 

this world.  We weren’t created to die.  This isn’t natural.  Our bodies were not made to be separated 

from the soul.  It is hard to overcome such natural fear when it comes to ourselves and also when it 
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comes to our loved ones.  Judy, I’m sure this isn’t easy for you, even with your friends here.  Nobody 

likes the idea of not having a mom at hand.  It’s not easy to let go.  I’m sure it hasn’t been easy for you.  

You’re not the only one.  During Easter season we hear a similar story of another Mary, Mary 

Magdalene, who wanted to hang on to Jesus for dear life.  She had already seen Him die on the cross, 

but He rose from the dead.  When she got a hold of Him a second time - she didn’t want to let go.  She 

didn’t want to see Him leave.  Jesus had to command her to let go of Him so He could return to be with 

the Father and prepare a place for us.   

 

After that, Jesus again did something unnatural.  With a physical body He floated through the air, both 

body and soul, and went into heaven.  He didn’t allow His disciples to keep Him here on earth.  But 

Jesus gave them a promise.  He said to His disciples and He said to you, “I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.”   Even though we can’t see Him, He is here today.  We believe this, for He 

speaks to us in His Word.  He gives us His very body and blood in the Lord’s Supper and He says to 

us, “This is my body, given for you.  This is my blood, shed for you.”  These hidden realities, this 

glory wrapped in words and water, bread and wine is meant to speak to your soul and say to you, 

“Your sins are still forgiven.  Jesus is still alive.  He still with you.  He is yours.  You are His.”  They 

are meant to give you comfort in times of sorrow and loss.  Jesus said, “You will drink of this vine 

together with me again in heaven.”  So in faith we are called to listen to those words and find comfort 

and hope.  They give you the comfort of knowing your sins are paid for.  Marge’s sins were paid for.  

Jesus also promised, “Whoever believes in me will live, even though He dies.”  That promise is 

supposed to help you to let go of people in the here and now as well, when you know you will see those 

who believe in Christ in heaven.   

 

You see, after the curse of sin God’s threat came true for our world.  Death entered our world.  But 

that’s why Jesus came - to conquer death.  He chose to do this by taking on human flesh and dying on 

the cross.  Jesus didn’t only become a human like us, He even chose to become sin for us.  God looked 

at Jesus as if He were the only sinner in the world, so that He could be blamed for the sins of the world, 

and the sins of Marge.   

 

The angels sang about this wonderful message of Jesus.  Think about it, they were excited about it!  

Jesus didn’t even come to save their fallen comrades - the demons of this world.  He went lower than 

that.  He took on flesh.  Yet the angels have no word of bitterness or anger.  They are excited for us!  

Their General and their Lord - Jesus Christ - decided to come and die for us.  They said, “A Savior has 

been born for YOU, (not for us angels, but for YOU), He is Christ the Lord.”  So this isn’t just a 

Christmas story.  This is a life story.   

 

Jesus came to give us an escape from death.  He came to give us life!  Don’t let this death ruin your joy 

this season.  Christmas can often be depressing for those who miss their loved ones.  But don’t forget 

the promises that Christmas brings - for in the midst of death you have the eternal promise of life to 

rejoice in, for God so loved the world that He gave us the most precious gift of all, the gift of His Son.  

Christmas shows how God gave His gift of love to the world.  God loved Marge too.  God adopted 
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Marge into His family through baptism.  God made Marge His own child.  He did it to take her home - 

not to leave her here.  When you make a down payment on a car, you don’t do it leave it in the lot.  

Jesus made the full payment for Marge with His blood.  He did it to get her out of here, not to leave her 

here.   

 

I’m sure she was ready to leave.  Aren’t you?  Who of you could not see the difficulties that Marge 

had, and not be happy for her in light of this Gospel message?  Marge had to deal with sin and death 

more than many of us.  Fred died in his lower 60’s.  Stephen, her only son, died at age 20 with 

muscular dystrophy.  She had to deal with COPD and arthritis and dementia.  Sin and death took its toll 

on her.  It wasn’t easy for her to deal with, especially in the death of her son I’m sure.  

 

Mary, the mother of Jesus had a similar sorrow.  For this God that came into our world was also her 

Son, her personal Son.  And she had to witness Him being beaten and whipped and crucified.  A sword 

pierced her soul.  But she got to see Jesus after He rose from the dead.  She would have witnessed Him 

ascending into heaven.  She was given joy when she saw Jesus on this side of heaven.  And she was 

given joy when she died and went to heaven to be with her Son and her Savior.  It is interesting to note 

how the believers even met at Mary’s house and prayed when Jesus was not physically present there 

with them.  She didn’t lose her faith or despair when Jesus was gone.  She kept on praying and trusting 

in Jesus.  

 

Judy, you described your mom as someone who didn’t lose her joy in life.  This is especially 

impressive because of the difficulties she had.  She had to work full time as an LPN, and she did it 

faithful at Samaritan Hospital for 25 years.  It isn’t easy working full time and raising children.  

Especially back when men expected the women to do everything.  Yet when children came to her 

household at night she welcomed them with open arms and gave them hugs.  She was known as the 

“neighborhood mom.”  She was often referred to as a “favorite aunt.”  You don’t get such titles from 

being grumpy.   She loved to dance, any kind of dance you can imagine.  Even when she was older she 

loved to go to a country house and dance with two younger men.  She also loved to volunteer folding 

bulletins at church with the other ladies.  She was faithful in her worship attendance, and was willing to 

talk about Jesus.  That’s the most important thing to me.  She had faith in Jesus.  She thanked me for 

coming to give her a devotion, even with dementia.  That’s what I look for - evidence of faith in Jesus.  

For without faith in Jesus, all the rest really doesn’t matter in the end?  But her joy in life, I could see 

that being a reflection of her joy in the forgiveness of sins and life eternal.  Otherwise, with all of her 

health problems and other difficulties, who could find much joy without the hope of eternal life?   

 

It’s easy to forget this joyful Marge over time.  You might only remember her laying in her nursing 

home bed.  I think about how long she had to be in a nursing home.  I’ve seen elderly people get angry 

and bitter at it.  To tell you the truth, I can’t always blame them.  It would easy to become hardened to 

life after so many years there.  I didn’t see that in Marge.  It seems from a human perspective that the 

LORD could have taken her earlier.  But sometimes we aren’t ready to let go, and so God gives us 

more time to prepare us for the time that we have to let go, not when Marge is ready but when we are.   
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I am looking at this from a perspective of faith in God’s goodness, for God’s Word shows us who He 

is.  He is a God who was willing to make Himself soft, gentle, meek and mild.  He allowed Himself to 

be held and fed and rocked to sleep, to be placed in a manger.  This God took on flesh in order to let 

His flesh be crucified for us.  He knows what it is to see His Son die.  He knows what it is like to suffer 

and die Himself.  He knows what you are going through right now.  He’s been there.  He’s done that.  

Marge is His daughter too.   

 

There’s a story in the Bible about Lazarus and the rich man.  The rich man lived in luxury all day and 

ignored God.  His heaven was on earth.  Lazarus lived in poverty and had sores on his body as he 

begged at the rich man’s gate.  But in the midst of his misery he had faith in God’s mercy and love.  He 

trusted in God’s promise of heaven.  We have faith that in Jesus God has been merciful to us.  So when 

Lazarus died, it says that the angels carried his soul to lay at Abram’s bosom and rest from all of this 

pain and sorrow he had to endure in this world.  God’s Word compares death to a peaceful sleep from 

which we awake at the resurrection of the dead.  The angels speak to us in this story.  They protect us 

through our lives.  And when it comes time to die, they carry us home.  

 

So it’s interesting that in this season of Advent, when we listen to the angels, that you, Judy gave your 

mom a comforting picture at the end of her life.   You said, “Mom, it’s ok to go.  Let the angels take 

you away.”  Within minutes, the Lord called her home.  What a beautiful and comforting picture you 

gave her.  What a promise we have for those who believe and are baptized.  Their souls are carried 

home to heaven to be with Jesus and all the saints in heaven.   

 

One of my favorite songs reflects on this truth.  We sing it during Lent, on the night we speak of Jesus 

suffering and death.  All of the church is silent.  The lights are out.  A sound is made representing the 

closing of Jesus’ tomb.  Then we sing these words -   

 

Lord let at last your angels come - to Abram’s bosom bear me home that i may die unfearing. 

And in its narrow chamber keep my body safe in peaceful sleep until your reappearing 

And then from death awaken me that my own eyes with joy may see, O son of God, your 

glorious face, 

My Savior and my Fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, My prayer attend, my prayer attend, and I will praise you without end.   

 

The angels were there to announce Jesus’ resurrection.  They will be there to announce Jesus’ final 

coming as well.  For those of you who believe in Jesus, this will be a glorious day.  The prayer that we 

sing in this hymn was answered for Marge on Saturday.  Through faith in Jesus, look forward to the 

same prayer being answered for you as well.  Because Jesus came into our world, through wait we get 

to enter into His.  Let that be your comfort today and always.  Amen.   


